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Synopsis

Just War follows my experiences as a combat infantryman. As a paratrooper, | was assigned to the
101st Airborne Division. | served in Vietnam from Feb of 1968 through Feb of 1969, the bloodiest
year of the war. | was assigned to & ceFirst Strikea « the modern day equivalent of the Cavalry.

a ceFirst Strike,a « was engaged in the Tet Offensive in Hue and numerous excursions into the A
Shau Valley. By the time | had been with Bravo Company 70 days | was the 3rd oldest member of
the platoon, the other 40 members had either been killed or wounded. | would spend an additional
180 days in combat. As a Trooper with Bravo Company | made 76 helicopter insertions, 54 of which
were into hot LZ& ™s. In the year | was with the & ceFirst Strikea « we sustained 97% casualties and
fatalities. There were 26 times, that | am aware of, that | should have been killed or at least severely
wounded, and one timea | | was placed on a gurney and rushed into the emergency room. When
they brought me in the ER Doctor looked at me, with no facial features, and said, "What in the hell
happened to him?" When | heard his question | realized a wasp had stung me in the mouth, and |
had bitten down on it just to stop the pain. | pulled the wasp out of my mouth and held it up for
anyone to see. | then went into anaphylactic shock, and suffered a cardiac arrest and complete
respiratory failure. | flat lined. As soon as | died, my spirit and my soul left my body. | just kind of
floated up to the top of the operating room over the bed where my body was laying. Why couldn’t
they see me? | could see them. | looked at my hand and it was translucent, | could see through it.
They could not see me because | was translucent, and you cannot see something unless it reflects
light. | was aware that | was fully conscious. It was still me, and | was still the person Tom Newman.
As | looked at my body it was as if my body was a glove and | am the hand. The next thing |
remember was waking up in the recovery room. | was astonished as | reviewed what had just
occurred. | had just existed outside of my body. Frankly, it is very hard to believe it happened. | was
thinking, OK, what was that? Was it a dream? Had | been in shock? They were giving me shots,
was it the effect of the drugs? But how could | verify that | had actually been alive outside my body?
The Orderly was coming by making his rounds. "Oh, | see you’re coming around, how ya feeling?" |
looked at him and said, "Why were you guys putting blood in one arm and taking it out of the other?"
With a very surprised look on his face he said, "Man, how the hell do you know we did that, you
were gone?" That was what | needed to hear, if it had not been a real conscious experience for me,
how would | have known what procedures they use to resuscitate me. Many people wonder about
life after death, | dona ™t wonder about it, | know.Just War - many of the misnomers of the war; the
real enemy, the everyday heroics of US soldiers. The legacy of Vietnam has unfortunately been

cast in such a negative light that the shadow eclipses the actions of so many brave Americans that



served to preserve the ideals of American liberty and values; One Nation under God. It is left to
those that take up arms for those ideals that truly understand the cost by the price that so many
paid. 2,709,918 soldiers served in uniform in Viet Nam 74% of veterans said they would do it again,
even knowing the outcome. Only the witnesses of the price paid truly understand the cost. The US
never lost a battle of any consequence and battlefield ratios were typically, 207 communistsa ™
killed in action for every one American. The US lost 58,148 soldiers the communists lost a million.
Gen Westmoreland thought we would reach a tipping point where the communists would be unable
to sustain a prolonged engagement. What we failed to realize is that the communists did not care

how many of their people were killed.
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Customer Reviews

This isn’t just another war story, it is a war story from one Christian’s perspective as he endured the
trials and tribulations of armed conflict. | met the author last Sunday at Ft. Fort Snelling Memorial
Chapel. He combines his experience in Vietnam with scriptural teachings, history, and the current
political climate of America. | recommend this to all of my friends. The lessons learned in here are

invaluable and could be useful as we face an uncertain future of hatred and division here in America



stirred up by radical anti-Christian forces.

The author had some interesting personal stories and insights about the Viet Nam War. The format
was a bit scattered, with journal style entries making up the main body of work, mixed with a few
asides about the politics of the day, along with some religious discussion--which seemed
appropriate for a soldier risking his life for months on end and having a near-death experience to top
it off. I'd question my mortality intensely if | were in his situation too.The big plus was the author
writing honestly and plainly. He didn’t beat a patriotic drum, nor did he rail against the
military-industrial establishment about causing so much death and destruction in what was
essentially a losing battle and an unwinnable war in the pure sense of the term war. Militarily, there
was no question the United States was superior, but no massive army will ever defeat determined

guerilla resistance of small groups constantly attacking and disappearing into "thin air."

This it an awesome book. | have read many accounts of the Vietnam war. In my opinion this is a
very true to life account with very good stories of the authors experiences in trying times. | would

recommend this to any one.

This guy would be the most decorated soldier of the war if this was true, | was at Iz sally and never
heard of a hero such as this and if | wanted a book on scriptures,| would have bought a bible!
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